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Overview
One of the social problems that are seen as the most disquieting by most if not all people is a crime. Most of these people, however, are more familiar with myths about crime than its realities. Moreover, people around the world tend to have a narrow conception of crime. This conception involves thinking that crime is limited to acts of predatory (street crimes) like robberies and physical assaults occurring in public places (Evans, 2015). Notably, the general public believes that “criminals” are different from “non-criminals” (McLean, 2019). A lot of society’s resources are devoted to preparing and dealing with crime. Crime is an integrated aspect of societal activities. This essay will hence discuss crime as both a sociological and social problem. This issue does not take place without society as it is seen as a typical function of society. The number of negligent and dangerous acts committed between the years 2008-2012 according to the CSO, increased from 238’000 in 2008 to 257’000 in 2012 (Evans, 2015). These are just the recorded number of crimes as many more happen and go unreported. 
Some of the factors that cause these cases to go unreported include embarrassment, intimidation, or blackmail among many reasons. Crime is defined by the law. Deviance is an unexpected behavior that is not necessarily considered a crime. Most people consider crime a social problem such as drug abuse while others say that it is a sociological issue that should be dealt with according to sociologists. It was reported in 2013 that everyone living in the US will at some point be a victim of crime (McLean, 2019). The significant number of crime shows that crime is a social problem in modern-day society. Dealing with this issue requires conducting a study on those affected by crime, how often it occurs, and where and why it occurs. The best way to conduct this research would be through theoretical approaches, Social Interactionism, and the Conflict Theory.
Sociological Theories Perspective of Crime
The conflict theory assumes that criminal law is shaped by conflicts among various social groups in society due to numerous differences in religion, social classes, race, and ethnicity. These groups tend to compete for power hence engage the criminal justice system to suppress subordinate groups ("8.4 explaining crime – Social problems," 2016). This is done by passing laws that ban the actions that the subordinate groups engage in. Capitalism, on the other hand, as an economic system in society makes crime inevitable. This is because it creates an egoistic culture where people look out for nobody else but themselves and are ready and willing to act in a way that disadvantages others for self-gain. 
In the study of crime, feminist approaches comprise another branch of the conflict perspective. One of the areas of focus on this issue include reasons why women and girls commit a crime ("8.4 explaining crime – Social problems," 2016). These reasons are similar to those that bring men and boys to committing a crime which includes family backgrounds and poverty ("8.4 explaining crime – Social problems," 2016). Another area is why female crime is less common than male crime. This is explained by the differences in parental socialization of both genders where females tend to be closer to parents than males hence are closely supervised. 
Social interactionism also explains the causes of crime in our society. It stresses that crime results from, social interaction of individuals with other people, especially family and friends. Adolescents, for example, learn that it is acceptable to commit a crime and how crime should be committed from their association with friends. In this theory, it is also seen that parents and teachers treating children firmly but fairly reduces the chance of them committing the crime. Religion has also proved important in reducing the cases of adolescents engaging in drug abuse and sexual activities. Additionally, labeling a person as a criminal gives them a negative self-image and reduces their potential for receiving employment, therefore, a person is more likely to continue committing the crime.
The issue of crime and its prevention has come to mean numerous different things to different people. Some of the strategies include police making arrests to deal with gang problems as an operation ("Crime prevention and public policy," n.d.). Court sanctions are also used to secure correctional facilities. In the extreme, death penalty sentences are applied ("Crime prevention and public policy," n.d.). These measures are referred to as repression or crime control. Crime control has been mistaken for crime prevention by many for years. Crime control is societal action motivated by an action that has already taken place and prevention is measures meant to control anticipated crime ("Crime prevention and public policy," n.d.). Both forms, though, share a common goal of fighting crime.
These control measures could help deal with the issue of crime to a certain extent or even accelerate it. I feel that making arrests is a reasonable way of eliminating this problem as it could serve as a lesson to others. This method is better compared to the other methods as it is lenient and does not tamper with a person’s image. However, putting individuals behind bars could be a way of increasing criminal activities. Suppose, for example, one was just released from prison after serving a jail term for armed robbery? When applying for employment, the prison term being on their application would limit them from getting the job hence end up committing crime for survival. A death penalty on the other hand is unreasonable as some of the individuals that fall victim for the same do so after false blame or less serious crime.
Conclusion
In conclusion, crime is determined and created by the surrounding society. This issue is an area that numerous great sociologists have focused around to identify different aspects of crime. The reduction of crime in the society will only be possible upon understanding the reasons for its occurrence. Sociologists have used different theories to explain why people engage in criminal activities and some of these include being located in certain areas and coming from certain backgrounds. These sociological explanations help understand the social patterning of crime, changes in crime rates and help identify possible solutions for crime reduction. Some of the ways to help reduce crime include the creation of better relationships with those at a high risk of committing criminal activities.
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